
Table C-10.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in public doctorate-granting

institutions, by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 290,576 303,933 308,998 309,414 305,230 300,788 295,475 292,008

..............Total, science and engineering fields 252,914 263,653 266,725 264,381 258,632 253,137 247,769 244,729

...............................................Sciences, total 178,187 185,601 188,877 188,828 186,843 184,061 180,244 177,798

...............................Physical sciences, total 23,716 24,260 24,262 23,666 23,104 22,319 21,464 21,232
.................................................Astronomy 546 561 579 591 556 525 471 509

..................................................Chemistry 13,132 13,589 13,758 13,560 13,503 13,298 12,974 12,781
......................................................Physics 9,844 9,896 9,717 9,249 8,798 8,269 7,825 7,646

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 194 214 208 266 247 227 194 296

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,769 11,322 11,562 11,610 11,717 11,396 10,873 10,659
...............................Atmospheric sciences 936 1,051 1,077 1,071 1,037 1,059 1,057 933

.............................................Geosciences 5,771 5,917 5,959 5,885 5,827 5,615 5,348 5,088
...........................................Oceanography 1,841 1,948 1,996 2,119 2,109 2,048 1,922 2,012

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,221 2,406 2,530 2,535 2,744 2,674 2,546 2,626

................................Mathematical sciences 13,729 13,946 13,576 13,224 12,327 12,030 11,105 10,701

.....................................Computer sciences 16,847 17,490 17,708 17,149 17,118 17,278 18,337 18,665

...................................Agricultural sciences 10,370 10,731 10,815 11,036 11,184 10,825 10,703 10,638

.............................Biological sciences, total 35,116 36,667 37,955 39,005 38,747 38,331 37,549 37,478
....................................................Anatomy 765 742 760 805 779 793 778 701

..............................................Biochemistry 3,537 3,648 3,670 3,873 3,856 3,693 3,580 3,597
......................................................Biology 7,362 7,696 7,931 7,871 7,559 7,832 7,908 7,575

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,225 1,562 1,728 1,732 1,724 1,777 1,734 2,138
.................................................Biophysics 387 417 426 415 472 459 419 417

.......................................................Botany 2,505 2,539 2,566 2,621 2,466 2,364 2,253 2,183
................................................Cell biology 1,587 1,824 2,077 2,270 2,342 2,371 2,333 2,492

.....................................................Ecology 991 1,066 1,162 1,314 1,406 1,399 1,421 1,472
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,102 1,127 1,186 1,193 1,179 1,171 1,101 1,109

....................................................Genetics 1,058 1,133 1,147 1,083 1,077 1,119 1,144 1,075
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 3,555 3,545 3,577 3,611 3,548 3,446 3,362 3,307

.....................................................Nutrition 3,339 3,250 3,301 3,464 3,596 3,518 3,399 3,351
..................................................Pathology 987 982 982 1,046 1,023 1,026 1,010 1,008

...........................................Pharmacology 1,672 1,757 1,871 1,979 1,872 1,797 1,750 1,810
.................................................Physiology 1,530 1,526 1,559 1,521 1,548 1,439 1,373 1,359

.....................................................Zoology 2,017 1,979 1,976 1,951 1,914 1,780 1,598 1,558
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,497 1,874 2,036 2,256 2,386 2,347 2,386 2,326

..................................................Psychology 19,679 20,487 20,276 20,224 20,199 19,569 20,127 19,898

...................................Social sciences, total 47,961 50,698 52,723 52,914 52,447 52,313 50,086 48,527
..............................Agricultural economics 2,196 2,336 2,222 2,107 2,159 1,999 1,945 1,898

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,714 4,944 5,210 5,395 5,328 5,396 5,172 5,150
................Economics (except agricultural) 7,695 7,992 8,100 7,998 7,723 7,347 6,743 6,384

................................................Geography 3,004 3,201 3,425 3,529 3,540 3,509 3,467 3,455
.................................................Linguistics 2,092 2,095 2,112 2,077 2,046 1,973 1,893 1,824

.........................................Political science 16,311 17,270 17,898 17,135 16,794 16,191 15,168 14,413
...................................................Sociology 5,650 5,923 6,171 6,174 6,180 6,136 6,049 5,899

.............................Sociology/anthropology 543 622 652 694 652 669 709 693
...............................Social sciences, other 5,756 6,315 6,933 7,805 8,025 9,093 8,940 8,811

..........................................Engineering, total 74,727 78,052 77,848 75,553 71,789 69,076 67,525 66,931
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,213 3,173 3,102 2,872 2,549 2,399 2,310 2,295
..............................Agricultural engineering 943 967 970 1,006 981 959 893 880
...............................Biomedical engineering 1,282 1,497 1,601 1,601 1,620 1,671 1,824 1,842

.................................Chemical engineering 5,082 5,322 5,446 5,523 5,361 5,269 5,101 4,992
..........................................Civil engineering 12,205 13,651 13,612 13,746 13,419 13,073 12,188 11,673

..................................Electrical engineering 20,877 21,904 21,556 20,559 19,265 18,244 18,886 19,072
....................................Engineering science 1,357 1,456 1,419 1,359 1,287 1,246 1,117 1,063

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 7,939 8,685 8,841 8,814 8,198 7,766 7,250 7,216
..............................Mechanical engineering 12,200 13,054 12,930 12,505 11,695 11,151 10,713 10,684

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,378 3,672 3,646 3,596 3,395 3,266 3,215 3,164
....................................Nuclear engineering 1,093 1,081 1,094 1,062 975 826 751 715

.......................................Engineering, other 5,158 3,590 3,631 2,910 3,044 3,206 3,277 3,335

...........................................Total, health fields 37,662 40,280 42,273 45,033 46,598 47,651 47,706 47,279
.................................................Clinical fields 1,280 1,456 1,510 1,675 1,630 1,751 1,870 1,844

.............................................Dental sciences 791 840 862 919 925 992 1,090 1,170
..........................................................Nursing 14,810 15,609 16,333 18,116 18,654 17,881 17,451 16,193

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,243 2,258 2,349 2,335 2,385 2,429 2,488 2,578
........Preventive medicine/community health 5,687 5,875 6,479 6,570 6,979 6,820 6,433 6,945

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 5,702 6,269 6,419 6,770 6,919 7,399 7,537 7,423
.......................................Veterinary sciences 821 880 802 807 875 894 1,123 1,139

.........................................Other health fields 6,328 7,093 7,519 7,841 8,231 9,485 9,714 9,987

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


